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Thanks for your time Aylam. It is a real 
pleasure to share this interview with you! 
NCIS: Los Angeles, Code Black to name a 
few... I guess you felt so blessed to be a part of 
these adventures recently! Can you tell us a 
fun story from the set(s) of these two shows?
Thank you for having me, the pleasure is all 
mine! Yes, I felt really blessed to be on those 
shows, and spend the whole day with such great 
actors as Marcia Gay Harden and Luis Guzmán 
(Code Black) and Chris O’Donnell (NCIS: Los 
Angeles)! The fi rst time I met Marcia on the set, 
I remember my mind racing to say something 
meaningful to her, conjuring all the fi lms I have 
seen her in, in my mind. And what came to me 
was “Fifty Shades of Grey” (which I loved, by 
the way). I told her that I loved her in it, and 
soon enough I found myself having a really in-
timate conversation with her and my co-star in 
the show (who played my wife), about romance 
and sexuality, and what happens between the 
sexes! I’ll just say that I learned a lot from that 
conversation! haha...

Then, in NCIS: Los Angeles, it was quite mov-
ing to act opposite another idol of mine: Chris 
O’Donnell (LOVE his work on “Scent of a 
woman”!). Our scene was quite emotional, but I 
know that Chris plays a tough guy on the show, 
so I wasn’t expecting anything of that sort. But 
in the middle of the scene, as he is having a mo-
ment with my son who thanks him for saving 
his life, I couldn’t help but have some tears in 
my eyes. Chris was acting with my son mostly, 
but in the next ‘take’, he asked if I could stand 
right in front of him, so that he could relate to 
me as well. And in that take, and the following 
ones, he looked in my eyes, and I saw some 
tears coming up in his eyes too. It was one of 

these moments that remind you why you are do-
ing this for a living! 

What was it like auditioning for a major TV 
series like NCIS?
It was scary, and involved several rounds of au-
ditions, but I somehow knew that this role could 
fi t me like a glove, and that I could do justice 
to it if I was given the opportunity. It was also 
my third or fourth audition for this casting offi  ce 
over the years, so I felt like it was time that we 
got to work on something together, time for me 
to contribute to one of their shows with what I 
can do. So I’m glad that they chose to let me 
do that! It was still nerve-wracking though, as 
the callback audition was on Friday, and I was 
“on hold” for the whole weekend, not knowing 
if yay or nay... but fi nally the call came, so all 
was good!

Despite your impressive experience in the 
industry, do you still feel anxious when you 
are up for a big role? Hmm, I wouldn’t say 
anxious, but nervous for sure! But nervous in a 
good way, in an excited way. I have been doing 
this long enough to know that many factors in 
the audition process are not within the actor’s 
control, and that the question whether you get 
the part or not, has to do with so many things 
that are not “your business” in a way, so you 
can’t be worried about them. So I get a little 
nervous, and excited, but I focus on doing the 
best job I can. And the rest, is up to the universe 
(and the producers! haha)  

How did you get started in this industry?
I went to fi lm school initially, as I wanted to 
be a fi lm director. But while working on my 
own short fi lms, and my friends’ fi lms, I really 

fell in love with being in front of the cameras! 
I would show my actors how I wanted then to 
do the scene, and only later realized that I actu-
ally enjoyed that more than the directing itself. 
I still like directing actors, and choosing cam-
era angles and editing and making a piece of art 
called “a fi lm”, but being in front of the cameras 
is more my thing. So after a few years of wet-
ting my feet in commercials and shorts fi lms, I 
decide to go back to school, at a pretty late age, 
and study acting! Which I did, in New York. 
After graduating I did the usual route of doing 
off -off -off  Broadway theatre, student fi lms, and 
just auditioning for everything I could, until a 
few things clicked and bigger roles started com-
ing in! 

What was the best piece of advice you have 
gotten?
Oh, there were many of them... but i think what 
really helped me, when I was still studying and 
trying to fi gure out how to always be truthful 
and real on stage or in front of the camera, and 
not “act” (one of my teachers really emphasized 
the need to be so real, that you never go with 
an impulse that is not 100% truthful), was to 
actually do the opposite! I switched to another 
teacher, who told me to forget about that. Be 
big, be fake, take chances, be ridiculous, be so 
out there that nothing feels real and you feel like 
you’re hamming it all up. And have fun. And 
only then you can start fi nding your way back to 
what is reel, but also interesting and fresh.

You have been in the industry for more than 
20 years. What is the secret of your longevi-
ty? I think learning how this business work, and 
that it IS a business, not just art, and knowing 
that this line of work and career are a marathon, 

runs a marathon, not a sprint!
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not a sprint, can help keep one afl oat through 
the ups and downs. It takes time, LOTS of time, 
for things to happen, and if you know that, and 
accept that, and are still committed to it because 
that is what you want to do (not just the idea of 
being in this biz or being an actor, but actually 
wanting to do this work for a living), then it will 
happen eventually. Also, it helps to have other 
interests than just the business. Other passions, 
hobbies, things you are committed to do in your 
life, while the career is slowly happening. 

What’s the diff erence between acting for TV 
and acting on stage?
In it’s core, the technique of acting, the craft of 
acting, is the same in both mediums. But each 
of them requires an actor to have, and master, a 
diff erent set of extra  skills and adjustments, in 
order to be successful in that medium. For ex-
ample, on stage you need to know how to not up-
stage your fellow actors, how to fi nd your lights, 
how to project your voice, and how to transition 

emotionally, not just physically, between scenes, 
in a really short time. And of course, how to 
carry a 2 hours performance from start to fi nish. 
On TV and fi lm, almost none of these apply, but 
you need to know how to fi nd your marks, how 
to tone things down and be still for a close up, 
how to generate and maintain an emotional and 
physical state for many takes one after the other, 
how to do scenes completely “out of sequence”, 
etc. Lots more extra skills, I would say, on top of 
your basic acting technique.
 
How do you feel about being in the new Star-
gate franchise installment (Stargate Ori-
gins)? I feel great! I am very honored. I remem-
ber seeing the fi rst Stargate movie with James 
Spader when it just came out, and the impact 
it had on me. Especially since a young actress 
by the name of Mili Avital, who came from the 
same place I come from, got to play a lead role 
in it (Spader’s character’s love interest) so it was 
a big deal for us at the time. And it was a great

movie altogether. So it’s a nice closing of a cir-
cle, in a way. It feels weird, but also really re-
ally nice, that 20 something years later, I get to 
play a leading role in the new installment of the 
franchise! My role is of the show’s villain, Dr. 
Wilhelm Brücke, a high-ranking Nazi offi  cer, 
occultist and researcher of the abnormal, who 
is obsessed with the Stargate and is trying by all 
means to harness its power for his own mega-
lomaniac agenda. I will be battling the show’s 
protagonists - Catherine Langford and her father 
(who are seen in the original movie!), who are 
trying to protect the Stargate.

Did you watch the other Stargate’s before, or 
only once you got the role in this one?
Other than the original movie, I watched a few 
episodes of the TV shows that followed, over 
the years. But I kinda lost touch with it, espe-
cially while I was in acting school and trying to 
make my way as a beginner actor, when para-
doxically there was no time to watch TV (or 
money to even own one!). But once I got the 
role, I of course watched more, and revisited the 
original fi lm. It was quite strange to see it again 
after all these years, but also exciting to be reu-
nited with it, and the whole saga, not only as a 
fan, but as an actor in it!
 
What is your dream role in the future?
I would love to play a James Bond type of role! 
Using my real-life experiences in the Military 
Intelligence, and my knowledge of languages/
accents, with the suave and chic that only Bond 
has. Hey, does he have to be British??

Besides acting, what else do you love to do?
I love watching fi lms / TV shows, listening to 
and playing music (punk rock, yeah!), and basi-
cally consuming all forms of art. But my other 
big passion in life is helping animals, and mak-
ing the world a better place for all of them. I 
have a non-profi t that I’ve founded back in 2011 
“Our Planet. Theirs Too.” and we produce an 
annual day of events dedicated to animals, all 
around the world. Check out www.thenard.org 
if you want to know more!

Find Aylam on Twitter @aylamorian

(...) And in that take, and the follow-
ing ones, he looked in my eyes, and I 
saw some tears coming up in his eyes 
too. It was one of these moments that 
remind you why you are doing this for 
a living! 


